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THE SPECIAL AUTONOMY OF THE SICILIAN REGION:
OPPORTUNITIES AND CONTRADICTIONS

of Salvatore Raimondi

In 1946 the Sicilian Statute was an authentic masterpiece, however today it looks more like a piece of
legal archeology. The paper, in particular, illustrates the emptying of the regional legislative competences.
Agriculture is, since a long time, regulated by the European Union. Industry is an emptied competence
because the industrial policy requires funds that are nowadays unavailable; moreover the companies tend
to move to countries where labor costs are lower. Trade falls within the scope of competition, and it is
therefore subtracted from the regional competence. The legislative powers have also been reduced by the
case law of the Constitutional Court. Furthermore the author stigmatize the mentality of regional public
officials, whose main concern, when dealing with instances of economic operators, is to avoid
responsibility. The constitutional reform under discussion in Parliament envisages an obligation to adapt
the Statute to the new structure. The author states that the special autonomy should be preserved because
it provides advantages in tax matters.

LOCAL SICILIAN SELF-GOVERNMENT REFORM IN ACTION:
OPEN QUESTIONS AND REFORMER METHOD COMING REVERSAL

of Stefano Agosta

Most important matters set by Sicilian law (no. 8/2014 and 15/2015) after Sicilian Districts cancellation
are five: so, in particular, government’s levels, lands borders, administrative functions, provincial workers,
provincial tax and outgoings different distribution. A first and short examination shows that new Sicilian law
does not satisfy Sicilian citizenship suffered request of regional administration modernization, spending
review and economic resources rationalization. So a best legal rule specially make a method inversion to
shorten distance between local needs and their satisfaction.

LAW N. 56/2014 AND THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF PROVINCE

of Bruno Di Giacomo Russo



Law n. 56/2014, first of all defines the Province as a Body that plays the roles of a vast area and,
secondly, introduces a functional and legislative differentiation between the Province and the adjoining
mountain Province. These differenciations are justified by the different features of the territory where they
rise up and the different needs they have to fulfill. What is new about Law “Delrio” is the specific mountain
regime of Provinces adjoining with foreign countries, in order to create a system of governance of the
mountain. With Judgement n. 50/2015 the Constitutional Court rejects the various matters of
constitutionality relating to law n. 56/2014. The Constitutional Court states that the second level model is
not illegitimate in itself, thus it needs the support of its jurisprudence.

The role of the Provinces, however, needs to be contextualized within the constitutional framework,
considering the intent of modifying it. In judgement n. 50/2015, the Judge of the Constitutional Court
reminds that the approval of a draft law for the abolition of Provinces is currently taking place. The aim is to
abolish Provinces and deliberately delete any reference to the provincial Body from the Constitution,
concluding that Law 56/2014 will serve as a temporary measure in anticipation of the final abolition of the
Body. The abolition from the Constitution of any reference to the Province is not to be considered its very
abolition. The fact that the bill refers to the abolition of Provinces is not itself a sufficient element to state
that the deconstitutionalisation will mean an institution ban by the Legislator. Provinces will survive their
own removal, while losing their representative nature and becoming fully available for the regional
Legislator, in terms of functions, organization and territorial linkage.

THE PRECAUTIONARY PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE ROLE
OF JURISPRUDENCE IN RECOGNITION OF THE RISK FROM POLLUTING FACTORS

of Daniela Belvedere

The growing interest on environmental protection finds a symptomatic index in the precautionary
principle. The use of this principle, justified by scientific uncertainty concerning the causal link, put in
evidence the peculiarities of the relationship between science and law. Such relationship affects not only
on the level of legislative choices, but also to work on the application of the jurisprudence. In the first
direction, the central issue is the evaluation of the translation in normative terms of the precautionary
principle,while in the second, are relevant the reasonableness control of the precautionary choices and the
possible use direct In particular, the analysis of administrative jurisprudence allows identification of the
mode of implementation of environmental protection through a broad interpretation of the precautionary
principle and to assess the obligation resulting from this principle, in an attempt to avoid the latter being
used to justify measures inhibitor of a particular business or a particular evolutionary process.



